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 Back in December, on the Second Sunday of Advent, the gospel 
reading was the opening verses of the Gospel According to St. Mark.  It 
begins (as well it should): “The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ…”  In my sermon that day I reflected on the many beginnings that 
are described in the bible.  And I concluded by inviting all who were 
present to write down on an index card one beginning that they would like 
to make, with God’s help, in the new year. 

 I was not at all sure how many would be willing to respond, yet I 
have been deeply moved by the quantity and quality of responses that came 
back.  Most who were present took time to write their thoughts—and they 
are uniformly personal and profound.  Perhaps anonymity allowed persons 
to be honest and open.  Maybe the Holy Spirit was prompting them to be 
forthcoming.  Whatever the cause, it was both touching and encouraging to 
catch a glimpse of what is on your hearts and minds. 

 Most of us are hesitant to bare our souls, and we are often unaware 
of the spiritual longings and struggles of our fellow members.  Rest assured 
that you are in good company!  Your brothers and sisters here at St. James 
have hopes and challenges and yearnings and struggles that are akin to your 
own.  Here are just a few examples: 

* “I will be more loving—less angry/reactive...much less.” 
* “Come to church more often.” 

* “More openly and fluently talk about Jesus to my everyday 
acquaintances.” 

* “Through meditation open my heart, empty it, so God can come in.” 
* “Try to bring an adult understanding to what I learned as a 

confirmand.” 
* “To focus on my family, my kids, my wife, and help friends in need.  

To get refocused on what is most important: God, family and health.” 
* “Reach out, be a comfort and a friend to people who are alone or 

lonely.” 

 It is a challenge to be the persons God calls us to be (and we long to 
be).  It is no small thing to lead lives that are worthy of our calling.  It helps 
to belong to a community of believers who share our aims.  Above all, it 
helps to know that God is eager to guide us and strengthen us in our efforts 
to be faithful.  I encourage you to keep taking steps—however small or 
hesitant—on the way that leads to life.  Be assured you are not alone. 

Peace, 
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The St. James Journal is published monthly by St. 
James Lutheran Church, 1380 N. Waukegan Rd., 
Lake Forest, IL  60045. Submissions should be sent 
electronically to djarvi@stjameslutheran.org by the 
15th of the month preceding the month of the 
publication.  Submissions may be edited or omitted, 
at the discretion of the pastor and staff.  St. James is 
an ELCA congregation.  Visit our website at 
www.stjameslutheran.org  or call the church office at 
(847) 234-4859 for more information.   
Richard E. Holmer, Pastor                        
Chris Meyer, Business Manager 
Donna Jarvi, Secretary 
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Make it your New Year's resolution 
to join us as we grow in our faith 
through the books we read.  We'll 
choose and discuss a faith-based 
book (fiction and non-fiction) at a 
fellow member's home.  Interested?  
Want to learn more?  Contact Barb 
Davoux at barbdavoux@gmail.com 
or (847) 680-6312 for more 
information.  Bring a friend with you 
and we'll meet sometime in March 
2012 to pick our 1st book as well as 
a meeting location and time. 
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Many people, including Christians, 
are afraid of death.  It is human 
nature to avoid thinking about the 
inevitable.  So the question for all of 
us is: 

“Are you prepared for your          
end of life on earth?” 

Some of the things you must 
consider:   
· Personal documents (living 

will, power of attorney, organ 
donation) 

· Properties and other assets 
· Insurance 
· Business Issues 
· Financials 
· Funeral and Burial Instructions 

All of these put a huge burden on 
your family in their time of grief.   

As you consider these areas and 
specifically think about your desires 
regarding your own remains, 
remember the St. James Memorial 
Garden.  It is an ideal resting place 
for either you or your loved one’s 
cremated remains.   

If you have any questions regarding 
the Memorial Garden, please feel 
free to contact any of the committee 
members, or pick up a brochure in 
the narthex. 

Al Albrecht, chairman 
Jim Benton 
Donna Fortney 
Randy Daniel 
Richard Holmer, ex officio   
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Sunday, March 11: Bake Sale in the 
narthex.  Recipes out and aprons on! 

Saturday/Sunday, April 14/15:  
Annual Spring Retreat at Carole 
Tanner’s home in South Haven, 
Michigan.  Watch for registration 
details in the March newsletter! 
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More than twenty years ago, the 
Souper Bowl of Caring began with a 
simple prayer from a single youth 
group: 
“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl 
football game, help us to be mindful 
of those without even a bowl of soup 
to eat.” 

Since that day, more than $81 
million has been raised for local 
charities across the country though 
the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It has 
become a powerful movement that is 
transforming the time around Super 
Bowl weekend into the nation’s 
largest celebration of giving and 
serving. 

Our junior high youth will hold soup 
pots at the church doors on Souper 
Bowl of Caring Sunday, February 5, 
2012.  They will join young people 
in churches across the country to 
collect money for those who are 
hungry and hurting, thereby learning 
what it is like to make a positive 
difference in the world. 

1. Canned goods will be donated to 
the C.O.O.L. Food Pantry in 
Waukegan.   

2. Cash will be donated to ELCA 
World Hunger. 

Be part of this movement that is 
sharing God’s love with those in 
need.  Please give generously on 
Souper Bowl Sunday. 
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Pastor Holmer hopes to visit each 
active household this year.  Sign up 
on the kiosk to schedule your home 
visit in 2012. 
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· The council is happy to report 
that the congregation is over the 
halfway point in raising $50,000 
for LSSI.  Please remember that 
all contributions up to $50,000 
will be matched dollar for dollar 
by one of our generous members. 

· A generous anonymous member 
has made a donation of $2,400 to 
replace 100 of the oldest green 
hymnals.  Once the new hymnals 
have arrived, we would like to 
offer the old ones up to the 
congregation to take one home.  
Any that are not taken will be 
donated to other churches. 

· We would like to welcome 
Randy Daniel as the newest 
member of the council.  Randy 
was elected to complete the 
position of a council member 
who stepped down.  Thank you 
Randy for volunteering your 
service. 

· The council has voted on the 
2012 budget.  The budget will be 
presented for adoption by the 
congregation at the January 
financial meeting on January 29. 
All members are encouraged to 
attend. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Davoux, Council President 
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The Quilts of Love group will meet 
once in February on Thursday, 
February 16 from 9:00 am to 11:00 
am.  Newcomers are welcome! No 
skills required.  �
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PADS is an ecumenical community 
program in which area churches 
provide food for homeless people in 
our community. 
St. James provides one meal a month 
for the PADS program.  Our next 
meal is on Monday, February 13th.  
Take a card and sign up on the poster 
on the kiosk in the narthex at church 
to help out this month. 
Please bring items to the St. James 
kitchen by 4:00 pm on the 13th.  
Mark them with the word PADS and 
your name on them.  Thank you! 
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It is still not too late to sign up on the 
poster on the kiosk at church to 
donate altar flowers or the sanctuary 
candle in 2012.  Please indicate 
whether the gift is in memory, in 
celebration or in honor of someone 
or some significant event, or whether 
the gift is given to the glory of God.   
The cost for the flowers is $45.  The 
cost for the candle is $15.  A 
reminder postcard will be sent from 
the church office.  Thank you for 
being part of this service. 
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The hymns for worship on February 
12th will be selected from the 
congregation’s favorites. 

Voting for this year’s favorites was 
held at worship on January 8, 15, 22 
and 29.   

The front runners so far are: 

1. Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
2. What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
3. Shine, Jesus, Shine 
4. Let Us Break Bread Together 

5. Faith of Our Fathers 
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Please sign up on the kiosk to help 
with the February 28 staff luncheon.  
Any questions, please contact 
Debbie Daniel at 847.691.8862. 
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The after school program at A. J. 
Katzenmaier is hosting a Community 
Dinner for students who participate 
in the program and their families on 
Tuesday, Feb. 7.  Six volunteers are 
needed to help with set-up, serving 
the food (they provide), and clean-
up.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
for a one time, hands on, volunteer 
experience.  Total time commitment 
will be approximately 5:00-7:00pm.  
Over the past few years, St. James 
volunteers have stepped "up to the 
plate."  (Pardon the pun!)  Please 
contact Shelly Holmstrom at 
blackvo3@sbcglobal.net if you are 
interested and available to help, even 
for just a portion of the evening.  
Consider inviting a friend to join 
you! 
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The two Damascus Road services for 
February will be; 

1. February 5th at 10:45 am 

2. February 19th at 8:30 am 

Hymnody Sunday is on February 
12th in 2012 so the 8:30 Damascus 
Road service will be one week later 
than usual. 
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Don’t miss Sunday School this 
month!  K-6th graders will be making 
cupcakes, eating popcorn while 
watching a movie, creating some art 
and doing some acting.  We will 
learn about the prophets of Israel, 
Isaiah, Jonah and Jeremiah!  
Preschoolers and 7th and 8th graders 
will continue with their scheduled 
lessons. 
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On February 12 the children’s mural 
of Elijah going to heaven in a chariot 
of fire will be on display in the 
hallway outside of the Sunday 
School rooms.  Thank you Mike 
Jarvi and Detlef Koska for making 
and hanging a wooden rail to 
enable us to hang murals!  Please 
come back and view the children’s 
work! 

�,�����:��;��� �
One of the traditional disciplines of 
Lent is the giving of alms (making 
offerings to support the poor).  The 
big water jug will be back in the 
narthex during Lent to collect loose 
change for a special contribution to 
the COOL Food Pantry.  We have 
been able to collect and send more 
than $1000 in past years.   

Please check for loose change around 
your house: pockets, sofa cushions, 
junk drawers and cup holders.  Put 
those coins to good use! 
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Ash Wednesday Service 
February 22 

 

Weekly Lenten Vespers 
February 29 

March 7 
March 14 
March 21 
March 28 
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During Lent we will have the 
opportunity to read together a classic 
work by C.S. Lewis, Mere 
Christianity.  This book has sold 
millions of copies worldwide and is a 
beloved introduction to the essentials 
of Christian faith.  In clear and 
engaging language Lewis makes the 
case for modern persons to believe 
and trust in God. 

Copies will be available for purchase 
in early February. 
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Seasonal devotions booklets will be 
available in the narthex beginning 
Ash Wednesday, February 22. 
For Adults:A Clean Heart Create in 
Me Daily Lenten Reflections from 
C.S. Lewis—Not only does Lewis take 
on the outright atheist, but he challenges 
the lukewarm Christian to grow in faith.  
Reading these excerpts from his work 
each day during Lent helps us to reflect 
on the progress of our own faith.  With 
brief passages from scripture at the 
beginning and short prayers at the end of 
each passage, this booklet will bring 
readers to a greater appreciation of the 
saving work of Jesus Christ in their 
lives. 
For Families: All Around Jerusalem 
A Lenten Sticker Journey with Jesus 
by David Mead—Follow Jesus from 
his triumphant entry into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday to the upper room, to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, to the trial, to 
Mount Calvary and the garden tomb.  
This sticker/devotion booklet is the 
perfect guidebook as children and their 
families walk with Jesus this Lent.  
Daily Scripture references are included. 
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2012 marks a year of celebration for our congregation  
as we REJOICE in our 50 year history.   
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Hmmmm, back to the 
50’s…..can you guess 
who this is from that 
period? 

And speaking of 50…..the Dinner/Auction on Sunday, 
February 12 will have a festive and indelible “50’s” 
Theme!  Make your dinner reservations now and study the 
amazing list of items generously donated by St. James 
members for the auction.  Co-MC’s Susan Beacham and 
Debbie MacAyeal will support auctioneer Ben Holmstrom 
during this entertaining evening!  It’s fun for the whole 
family – dinner, family choir (talk to Wendy Wiegers about 
this opportunity) and live auction.  Childcare is provided in 
the nursery.  Tickets on sale in the narthex Sunday mornings 
through February 5! 

If you are unable to attend, carefully review the list of 
auction items and consider having Cathy Long or Shelly 
Holmstrom bid for you, purchase a raffle ticket or make a 
cash donation to this fundraiser in support of LSSI and our 
50th Anniversary! 
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All over this magnificent world, God calls us to 
extend his kingdom of shalom-peace and 
wholeness—of justice, of goodness, of 
compassion, of caring, of sharing, of laughter, 
of joy, of reconciliation.  God is transfiguring 
the world right this very moment through us 
because God believes in us and because God 
loves us. 

What can separate us from the love of God?  
Nothing.  Absolutely nothing.  And as we share 
God’s love with our brothers and sisters, God’s 
other children, there is no tyrant who can resist 
us, no opposition that cannot be ended, no 
hunger that cannot be fed, no wound that 
cannot be healed, no hatred that cannot be 
turned into love, no dream that cannot be 
fulfilled. 

—Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream  
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Give up complaining—focus on gratitude. 

Give up harsh judgments—think kind thoughts. 

Give up worry—trust God to provide. 

Give up discouragement—be full of hope. 

Give up bitterness—turn to forgiveness. 

Give up hatred—return good for evil. 

Give up anger—be more patient. 

Give up pettiness—become mature. 

Give up jealousy—pray for trust. 

Give up gossiping—control your tongue. 

Give up sin—turn to virtue. 

Give up giving up—persevere. 

—Author unknown  
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Join the Family Choir for February and for the 50th 
Anniversary Auction and Dinner.  Rehearsals are February 
5th and 12th at 9:00 am with director Wendy Wiegers in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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Betty Albrecht 
Pam Bergsrud 
Sally Bonnem (mother of Brian Bonnem) 
Barbara Carlton (friend of Charlotte Mojden) 
Rosemary Cleveland (friend of Deb Moore) 
Jerry Cox (friend of Kristina Weimer) 
Kip Davis (uncle of Rob Davis) 
Ellen Doyle (mother-in-law of Paula Doyle) 
Suzanne Dusthimer (wife of Doug Dusthimer) 
Henry Ericksen (father of Ann Anderson) 
Frank Forman (step-father of Linda Berner) 
Nina Galitz (friend of Liz Behring) 
Peg Gillis (aunt of Dave Moore) 
Debbie Grube (sister of Sharon Gouris) 
John Gugel (brother-in-law of Liz Behring) 
Ernest Janus (husband of Bobette Janus) 
Cathy Jensen (friend of Debbie MacAyeal) 
Marianne Keswani (mother of Amyanne Cope) 
Maria Laaninen (sister of Mike Jarvi) 
Holly Landon (friend of Morgan Doyle) 
Anna Litchfield (friend of Liz Behring) 
Courtney Maelstrom (friend of Amy Marsch) 
Lilyan Martin (mother of Chic Martin) 
Geraldine McKenzie (sister of Mike Jarvi) 
Carolyn Omietec (friend of the MacAyeals) 
Sarah Omietec (friend of the MacAyeals) 
Alice Prester (mother of Susan Beacham) 
Mike Progler (friend of the Krikau family) 
Viney Reed (friend of Charlotte Mojden) 
Wilma Reichert (mother of Sue Thomas) 
Bernine Settlemire (cousin of Sandy Neagle) 
Milan Tomaska (father of Paula Doyle) 
Taylor VanderJeugdt 
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January 3, 2012—Marin Musik Kuhlman 
Congratulations to parents Allen and Kristen 
Kuhlman and congratulations to grandmother Sue 
Thomas! 
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December 18, 2011—Jack Williams  
Jack is the father of Melinda Hill.   

January 11, 2012—Donna Arledge  
Donna is the stepmother of Brenda Shinn.   
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Hill and the 
Shinn families at this time. 
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· Destination- Douglas County, Minnesota. 
· Leave June 16th (about 9am) 
· Return June 23rd about 6pm) 
· Cost: $300 per student ($150 deposit due 

March 4, 2012)) 
· Informational meeting after 10:45 service on 

March 4, 2012 
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Join us for this favored St. James annual event.  
We’ll gather together for appetizers and fellowship.  
Then split into smaller groups in homes for dinner.  
The cost for the event is usually about $15 per 
person.  This wonderful event is brought to you by 
The St. James Fellowship Committee.  Questions?  
Contact Brenda Shinn at brendaashinn@yahoo.com 
or 847-362-6203. 
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Saturday, April 21— 50th Anniversary 
Celebration Dinner at Knollwood Country Club 
Watch for the sign-up/ticket sales in the narthex in 
mid-February. 

Sunday, April 22—Festive Anniversary Worship 
Service 
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 1 
 
9:15 Handbells  
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
10:00 Sewing Group 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Damascus Road 
Rehearsal 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

5  Epiphany V 
Souper Bowl of  
Caring 
 
8:30 Worship 
9:00 Children’s Choir 
9:00 Video Study 
9:30 Adult Choir 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Video Study 
10:45 Worship 

6 
 
9:30 Office Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Christian Educa-
tion Committee Mtg 
7:30 Worship & Mu-
sic Committee Mtg 

7 
 
9:30 Study Group 
 
 
 
5:00 AJK Commu-
nity Dinner 
6:00 Confirmation 
Class 
7:30 GAT Meeting 

8 
 
9:15 Handbells  
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

11 
 
9:00 Prayer Team 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

12  Epiphany VI 
Hymnody Sunday 
Speaking of Faith 
8:30 Worship 
9:00 Children’s Choir 
9:00 Video Study 
9:30 Adult Choir 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Video Study 
10:45 Worship 
5:00 Dinner/Auction 

13 
 
9:30 Office Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
 

14 Valentine’s 
Day 

 
9:30 Study Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:15 Handbells  
Rehearsal 
7:30 Evangelism 
Committee Mtg 

16 
 
9:00 Quilts of Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Damascus Road 
Rehearsal 

17 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

19  Transfigura-
tion of Our Lord 
8:30 Worship 
9:00 Children’s Choir 
9:00 Video Study 
9:30 Adult Choir 
9:45 Sunday School 
9:45 Video Study 
10:45 Worship 
5:00 5 Love  
Languages 

20 President’s Day 
 
9:30 Office Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Church Council 
Meeting 

21 

 
9:30 Study Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Confirmation 
Class 

22 Ash  
Wednesday 
 
9:15 Handbells  
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
7:30 Ash  
Wednesday  
Worship 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 A.A. Meeting 

26  Lent I 
8:30 Worship 
9:00 Children’s Choir 
9:00 Video Study 
9:30 Adult Choir 
9:45 Sunday School 
Confirmation Class 
Visits First Pres 
9:45 Video Study 
10:45 Worship 

27 
 
9:30 Office Staff Mtg 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Social Ministry 
Committee Mtg 

28 
 
9:30 Study Group 
 
 
AJK Staff Luncheon 

29 
 
9:15 Handbells  
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
7:30 Lenten  
Vespers 

   

St. James Lutheran Church Monthly Planner 
February 2012 
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